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To: Members of the Historical Commission
From: Charles Sullivan
Re: D-1542 56-58 WaldenStreet (188)

An application talemolishthe Mary Nevins housat 56 WaldenStreet wasnade orOctober 17,

2019 The applicarg Alfred Accardi and Carl Accardicting on behalf 056-58 Walden Street Ven-

tures LLG werenotified of an initial determination of significance and a public hearing was scheduled
for November7, 2019.

56-58 WalderStreet Assessors photo, 2015



Site

TheMary Nevinshouse is located oWwalden Street near Richdale Avenimemediately adjacent to

the MBTA Fitchburg Division rail tracksThe house is sited ordaB825square foot lot in a Residen-

tial C-1A zoning district. This is a muifamily residential district, which permits an FART£5 and

has a height limit ofl5 feet. The assessed value of the land and building, according to the online asses-

56-58 WaldenStreet CambridgeGIS, 2019

A driveway is located on the north side of the house, accessed by a curbMaldenStreef a con-
crete retaining wall protects the property from the deep cut of the Fitchburg Division Tradks.
southof the property i@ multi-family building thatcontains the Thistle & Shamrock convenience
store Oppositeb6-58 Walden Streeis athreestory residentiatondominiumerected ir006 Other
buildings in the vicinity date from the 1870s through the first decade of thee2@ury.

The propective purchaseratend to erect a foestory building containing four residential units, alt-
hough a variance will be required since the dimensional standards for the district require a minimum
lot size of 5,000 square feet and a minimum width of 50 feet




Cambridge GIS, 2014




Architectural Description

TheMary Nevinshouseis asidehall plan 2% story
two-family house witha streetfacing gable roofThe
facade is organized intavo bays, with the entry dosr
locatedon the leftand a twestory bay on the righThe
doors areshelteredvith a hiproofedhood supported by
elaborate bracket3 he fenestratiogonsists ofl-over1
replacement sashnd the exterior has been covered
with aluminum sidingThe house sits onfeeldstone
andbrick foundation that accommodates the grtde
slopesdownill behind the housé& he rear of the house
exhbits a twastory enclosed porch attached to the ell.

Stylistically, the Nevins house is a throwback to the
Italianate period. While most details have been covered
up or removed, the door hood exhibits elaborate jig
sawn brackets characteristic of the 1886ading to the
conclusion thattirepresents the work of an especially
conservative housewright.

History

This section of North Cambridge was among the last to
be developed for residential purposes. WKIkssachusetts Avenweas laid out in the earliest years
of settlement aa highway from Newtowne to the western settlements of the colony, the shady, poorly
drained north slope of Avon Hill remained undeveloped well after the Charlestown Branch Railroad
was constructed pagtin 1842. The slopwasoccupied in part by the stockyards and pastures associ-
ated with the cattle market behind Rtheareaunls Hot
Walden Street was laid out in 1857. A few houses were construct®@lden close tdlassachusetts
Avenueand Mt. Pleasant Street in the 1870s, but the lots along the railroad saw no activity until the
1890s, and theanly for such industrial activities as Hews Pottery, a lumber yard, and, in the rly 20
century, the Hataway Bakery.

56-58 Walden Street site in 1886 (left) and 1894



